
Section 5 - Clinical Placement 
 

 

You must also read the Clinical Placement 

Policy on the AIHE website. 

 

 

Part of the Course 
• Clinical placement represents a significant integral component of the academic 

program and course requirements.  

Students are required to complete work placement in a medical imaging clinic for a 

minimum of 2200 hours as part of the Supervised component to complete the course 

and obtain registration.  

Reason for placement 
Agreements with clinical sites are under the strictest of conditions.  

Clinical sites have conditions of placement and AIHE need to abide by these. Therefore, 

supporting the student will be dependent upon these conditions. 

• The reputation of both the student and of AIHE are on show when a student is 

placed with a clinic. Therefore, students must be aware their obligations regarding 

Clinical Placement AIHE will allocate students to an appropriate clinical site where 

other clinical supervisors will reinforce application of their learning.  

• Clinical placement is undertaken by AIHE management to ensure each student 

receives adequate exposure to a range of ultrasound examinations and 

environments. 

• Students will be required to complete the clinical tasks and clinical procedures 

record book accordingly.  

• There will be times when students are placed for observation only.  

• Clinical sites determine when students are given the opportunity to practice and this 

may be dependent upon the student’s aptitude and attitude as well as ability. 

• Students are asked to be patient and proactive and seeking questions and answers 

as well as practicing and studying so they can show understanding to their 

supervisor. 

 

http://www.aihe.edu.au/uploads/4/5/6/5/45658683/sonography_clinical_placement_policy_v3.pdf
http://www.aihe.edu.au/uploads/4/5/6/5/45658683/sonography_clinical_placement_policy_v3.pdf


Conditions of guaranteed placement 
 

AIHE Guarantee they will find a clinical placement, under 

the strictest of conditions outlined below and on the next 

few pages  

1. Our Obligation: AIHE’s obligation is to find one clinical placement for students. 

2. If students refuse* this placement, fail to perform, or attend in its entirety whilst on 

this placement, AIHE has no obligation to find alternative placements. 

3. Location: Clinical sites are limited and therefore students and AIHE may not be able 

to determine the placement close to a student’s home. It may also be interstate. It is 

expected that the student will travel at their own cost for the period of the 

placement. 

4. Attendance: Clinical placement is compulsory. Students must attend every day 

unless they notify/ have approval from the site AND AIHE. 

5. Aptitude, attitude, empathy professionalism: Sites look for students with aptitude, 

empathy and professionalism at postgraduate AQF Level 8 and it is expected that 

students will work to this high level in both study and attitude. 

6. Adherence to Code of Conduct: Sites may refuse students if they do not adhere to 

the Code of Conduct.  

7. Complaints about students by the site: Where complaints have been made about a 

student, or where they have not completed all placement hours for various reasons, 

they will be placed on a learning contract, with strict conditions. 

8. Understanding of legal obligations: Students need to adhere to regulations for the 

clinic in terms of WHS and site policies and procedures. It is a student’s responsibility 

to review these. 

9. Continuance of study to maintain practice: Students are expected to continue with 

study and practice whilst on placement. Sites sometimes only allow observation, 

students must practice at AIHE and be proactive in keeping up their last assessed 

standard. 

10. Students must continue to submit assessments and gather evidence for portfolios 

whilst on placement, even if they are not scanning. (see more in assessments) 

11. Students MUST inform AIHE staff of ANY changes to their clinical placement for 

ANY reason.   

*refusal is deemed as: 

Not accepting a clinical placement offered 

Not completing the placement in its entirety 



Alterations to placement without AIHE and site approval 

When does clinical placement occur? 
Clinical placement occurs only after: 

• Successful completion of several simulated ultrasound assessments on campus 

where students can scan patients in 45 minutes.  

• Adherence to the Code of Conduct. 

• Agreement to accept placement terms and conditions. 

NOTE: Students who are absent will need to show that they can scan sufficiently before 

being offered a placement and students who refuse placement will also need to maintain 

their level of scanning through regular practice. 

Attendance on clinical placement 
• Students must always act professionally and ethically onsite. 

• Students will need to attend all sites as required, at the times for the site. 

• When students are unable to attend for any reason, they must notify AIHE. 

• Students cannot swap with another student for any reason unless AIHE and the site 

approve. 

• Students are expected to ask questions, be actively involved and act as a 

professional whilst onsite.  

Aptitude/Attitude 
• Students are expected to have a positive 

attitude and aptitude whilst on placement, in terms 

of attendance, support, study and regular practice. If 

a clinical site only allows observation, the student 

should ask questions and then also practice the scan 

they have observed, back at AIHE to ensure they are 

keeping track of their skills. 

Assessments – See more in Section 
• Assessments and exams are part of the course 

and all areas, including Clinical Placement, must be 

fully completed as Satisfactory to pass the course.  

Notification of Clinical Placement 
1. Students will be given one week’s notice before accepting clinical placement. 

a. Students MUST BE FLEXIBLE, when they are offered a position. The placements may 

include a clinic outside of your own area and may be interstate.  

 



b. Whilst AIHE strives to ensure students are placed close to their primary residence, 

due to the limited availability of quality sites this may not always be possible.  

c. Sometimes students will need to move away from their home and family for the 

period of time they are on clinical placement. (See refusal of placement if a student 

refuses their offer) 

Refusal of placement 
1. AIHE’s obligation is to find one clinical placement for students. 

2. If students refuse* this placement, fail to perform, or attend in its entirety whilst on 

this placement, AIHE has no obligation to find alternative placements. 

Progression of hours 
1. The amount of clinical placement will increase as you progress through the course to 

ensure you obtain enough real clinical experience on the full range of examinations 

undertaken in most general imaging practices.  For example, in year 1, students need 800 

hours, in Year 2, students need 1400 hours. 

Specialist Centres 
1. There may be the possibility to attend a specialist imaging centre during the course to 

obtain additional experiences, depending upon student’s application, their previous 

record in class and onsite. 

Support 
• Your clinical supervisors and accredited 

sonographers you may encounter during your 

clinical placements are there to help you. 

Please ask them questions at appropriate 

times during the day. 

• Please be aware that it may not be 

appropriate to ask your supervisor a 

question during a patient examination.  

• If you feel you need to ask a question that is not appropriate for the patient to hear 

ask the supervisor to step out of the room with you to discuss the problem or wait 

until the end of the examination and the patient has left.  

• Obviously if the question is pertinent to patient care please do not let your patient 

leave without the question being resolved in the appropriate manner. 

• Your clinical supervisor will often check, or even repeat, your examination. Do not 

feel this always means you have performed the examination poorly; we expect our 

clinical site supervisors to ensure the quality of all examinations are up to that which 

is expected of the practice you are located at. Checking your work is also a way for 

 



you to improve your examination skills by seeing what an experienced sonographer 

may have done differently. 

Contacting sites 
• Unless AIHE has given the student written permission, under NO circumstance is any 

student to make direct enquiries to any site regarding a clinical placement or work. 

This also applies to students who may be on leave or are in a transgression, under 

review or have deferred.  

• Failure to adhere to this will be deemed a breach of the Code of Conduct. (see this 

section for more information) This is particularly the case where a student has 

refused a clinical placement previously. 

Transgressions 
Transgressions occur if you are in breach of the conditions of clinical placement. Two 

transgressions may mean you lose your place at AIHE for any of the following reasons: 

• Failing to attend class or give notice to site or AIHE when absent. 

• Failure to submit assessments on time or collude with another person to support 

your answers. 

• Failure to be responsible for your own conduct onsite or on clinical placement 

• Rude, bullying or harassment directed at any staff onsite or offsite. 

• Failure to act professionally or ethically, or lie about any component of your learning, 

assessments or actions. 

• Plagiarism and collusion. 

• Failure to accept onsite Clinical Placement when offered. 

• Changing clinical placement with another student, without AIHE knowledge. 

• Making false statements and misrepresentation (e.g stating on resume you have 

completed more than you have) or similar. 

• Contacting providers and attempting to find 

own clinical placement, without the knowledge 

of AIHE. 

• Representing yourself as an AIHE student or 

former student who has passed all areas to a 

provider, when you are on leave, deferred 

study, or have other transgressions. 

• Failure to pay fees on time. 

Remuneration for clinical placement 
• AIHE will NOT make any enquiries regarding remuneration on behalf of any student. 

 



• Sometimes a student may be offered remuneration if they have shown the clinic to 

have a good aptitude to work and study. This is not determined by AIHE, but rather 

the clinic. 

• Students are advised not initiate a discussion regarding this matter but rather, wait 

to see if the clinic offers it. Any deviation from this advice may be deemed a breach 

of the student code of conduct.   

• AIHE has no involvement in whether a clinical placement site will offer remuneration 

to a student. This is solely at the discretion of the clinical placement site / 

organisation and will often be dependent upon the student’s application within the 

clinic and study. 

 


